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“The 
Transfi- 

guration” 
 

- Raphael c1520, 
Vatican City 



Pastoral Staff/Equipo Pastoral 
Rev. Brian J. Soliven, Pastor/Párroco:  frsoliven@stmarysvacaville.com 

Rev.  Reji Joseph, Parochial Vicar/Vicario Parroquial:  frreji@stmarysvacaville.com 
 

Deacon Rob Vandergraaf/Diácono 
Deacon Emeritus Phil Verba/Diácono Emeritus 

Notre Dame School: Meghann Bauer Principal E-mail: Mbauer@notredamevacaville.org 
 

 

  

Mass Schedule/  Horario de Misas  
 

Saturday (Sunday Vigil): 5:00 PM (English) and 7:00 PM (Español) 
Sundays (Español): 6:00 AM Y 12:00 MEDIODIA  

Sundays (English): 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
Daily: Monday through Saturday: 8:00 AM 

Tuesdays: 6:30 PM (Spanish) 
 

Reconciliation/Confesiones 
 

Tuesday/Martes 5:30-6:15 PM, Saturday/Sabádo 3:30-4:45 PM, or By Appointment / Por cita  (707) 448-2390 

Mass Intentions  
March 4th - 12th, 2023 

 
 

Saturday: March 4th 
8:00 AM Dr. Carmelita Trinidad+ 

5:00 PM  Larry Abrao+ 

7:00 PM Armando Mata+ 
 

Sunday: March 5th 
6:00 PM Todas las Almas del Purgatorio+, 
  Int. Valeria Bega Barajas 
8:00 AM Arnel Gonzales+ 
10:00 AM Ernest Erickson+ 

12:00 PM Antonio+ y Sara Casarez+ 
2:00 PM Int. Missa Pro Populo 
5:00 PM Renato Tiran Valero+  
 
 

Monday: March 6th 
8:00 AM     Evangelina Valencia+, Melana Salmeron+ 
   
 

Tuesday: March 7th 
8:00 AM      Carlos Ovalle+ 
6:30 PM  Sergio Corona Black+ 
  

Wednesday: March 8th 
8:00 AM Int. Colim Vandergraaf 
 

Thursday: March 9th 
8:00 AM Charles Walsh+ 
 
 

Friday: March 10th 
8:00 AM Victoria Lucia Hipolito+ 
 

Saturday: March 11th 
8:00 AM Int. Antonio O’Connel 
5:00 PM  Joe Foti+ 

7:00 PM Ricardo Avalos Garcia+ 
 

Sunday: March 12th 
6:00 PM Gloria Garcia Bucio+ 
8:00 AM Fredy+ and Renate Guadelach+ 
10:00 AM Int. St. Mary’s Parishioners 
12:00 PM Todas Las Almas Del Purgatorio+  

  Int. Leonardo Canales 
2:00 PM *** 
5:00 PM Int. Jim Steele  
   
 

Church Events 
March 6th - 12th, 2023  

 
 

Monday,  March 6th 
• 8a Daily Mass 
• 3-6:15p Adoration  
• 6:15-8p Santo Niño de Cebu Novena and Mass 
•  
Tuesday,  March 7th 
• 8a Daily Mass 
• 3-6:15p Adoration 
• 5:30p - 6:15p Confessions 
• 6:30p Spanish Mass 
•  
Wednesday,  March 8th 
• 8a English Mass w/Distribution of Ashes 
• 3-6:15p Adoration 
• 6:30-8p Mother of Perpetual Help Novena 
• 8pm Tina’s Music Rehearsal 
•  
Thursday, March 9th 
• 8a Daily Mass 
• 3-6:15p Adoration 
•  
Friday,  March 10th 
• 8a Daily Mass 
• 9a Stations of the Cross (English) 
• 3-5:30p Adoration 
• 6p Stations of the Cross (English) 
• 7:30p Stations of the Cross (Spanish) 
•  
Saturday,  March 11th 
• 8a Daily Mass 
• 3:30p-4:45p Reconciliation 
• 5p English Sunday Vigil Mass  
• 7p  Spanish Sunday Vigil Mass 
•  
Sunday,  March 12th 
• 8a,10a, and 5p English Sunday Mass 
• 6a, 12 noon Spanish Sunday Mass 
 

 



 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S 
DESK 

 
Dear St. Mary’s Parishioners, 
 When the renaissance artist Raphael walked into the 
newly painted ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Vatican City, it 
took his breath away. Michelangelo had created a masterpiece 
of human genius through the stroke of a brush. Never before 
had man brought into being such astonishing beauty on a large 
scale.  Raphael was utterly amazed, he felt embarrassed by his 
own painting he had just finished in what is now in the Vatican 
Museum. Yet, Raphael was no slouch himself. He is arguably 
one of the greatest painters of all time. Michelangelo was a 
freak of nature. What these Renaissance artists strived to do 
was capture the beauty of Catholic teaching through paint and 
sculptured stone. They sought to bring spiritual truths to the 
senses of our eyes, touch, smell, and ears. They wanted to 
follow the logic of Jesus’ own Incarnation, where the invisible 
God took on our human flesh, in order that we may see him. 
 In April, 1520, Raphael was lying on his deathbed. He 
knew that the end of his life was near. It is here at the moment 
the Christian teaching about life after death, comes to the 
forefront of one’s mind. Let’s be honest, death can be 
terrifying. It’s the great unknown. For Raphael the same fear 
must have struck him to his bones as he laid on that bed 
waiting for the final sleep. It was then that he asked for one of 
the paintings he made a few years prior to brought into his 
room. Out of all the paintings he made over his career, he 
specifically asked for the one entitled “The Transfiguration”. It 
depicts the famous scene that we will hear about in this 
Sunday’s Gospel: “Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun 
and his clothes became white as light.” (Cf. Matthew 17:1-2)  
 Here at this moment, Jesus removes the veil from their 
eyes and reveals his true identity. Jesus is truly God in the 
flesh. If Jesus is truly God, then suddenly every word that 
comes from his mouth must be taken seriously. We cannot 
simply blow them off because they are inconvenient for us to 
hear. If Jesus is truly God, I must faithfully follow him in all 
his commandments, for he tells us directly in the Gospel of 
John, “If you love Me, keep My commandments … He who 
has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me 
… If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home 
with him.” (Cf. John 14:15-24). I want to be with Jesus 
forever. How can anything else compare to him? Why would I 
choose something else?  
 If Jesus is indeed God, then I know I am made for 
eternal life in Heaven. Life is short here and over in a flash of 
light, even if I live to be 100 years old. My heart must belong 
to him, not to the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, or the pride 
of life. If I take the divinity of Jesus to heart, I must be 
reminded of this every single day, otherwise I will easily 
become distracted by the world. Raphael, the great artist, knew 
this. That is why he wanted that painting in his room to be the 
last thing he saw with his earthly eyes. 

A Slave of Jesus Christ,  
 

Fr. Brian J. Soliven 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Opened up 17 more 
spots! 



 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  
March 6th - 12th, 2023 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3,  
 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

PRAY FOR… 
Please keep the following people in your prayers: for those 

suffering illnesses and those in need of our prayers… 
Beverly Gessler, Mary Kacher, Cristina Camacho, Lois Zeimet 

Walt Simon, Blake Dombrowski, Paul Squire, and the 
homebound. 

 
Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday at 9am and 6pm in English and  
7:30pm in Spanish in the Church.   

 

Lenten Soup Schedule 
5pm - Hall Opens for delivery of soup 

6:45pm - Soup is Served 
7:15pm - Clean Up 

 

Soup and Stations of the Cross Schedule 
 

March 10:  English - Feed My People, The Gabriel  
     Project, Respect Life, and Religious Store 
                  Spanish - Eucharistic Ministers 
March 17:  English - Food Locker and Youth Group 
                  Spanish - Prayer Group 
March 24:  English - Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,  
      Ushers, and Altar Servers 
              Spanish - Sacristans and Altar Servers  
March 31:  English - Knights of Columbus and Helping  
      Hands 
              Spanish - Hospitality 

 

 

Donations for Easter plants  
In celebration of Easter, we would like to decorate St. Mary's 
Church in lovely springtime plants.  We invite our parishioners 
to honor our Lord's Resurrection by donating so that we are 
able to purchase these plants.   Please place your donation in 
an envelope and mark it “Easter Plants” and  place your 
donations in the collection basket or drop it off at the parish 
office mail slot.   

Thank you for your generosity. 
 
In the Gospel Jesus is transfigured and a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased: Listen to him.” 
Do we listen to Jesus when he asks us to take 
care of our brothers and sisters who are 

suffering? Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box 
will help the poor to celebrate the grace of God’s love this 
Easter. 

Please call 707-421-5488 for assistance.  

 
TRUE FRIENDSHIP 

 A true friend can hear a tear drop. 
—Anonymous 

Would you like to spend time with Jesus 
in adoration during Lent? 

 

Join us for Adoration: Monday’s to Thursday’s  
from 3 to 6:15p and Friday’s from 3 to 5:30p. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Estimados Feligreses de Santa María,  
Cuando el artista renacentista Raphael entró y miro 

el techo recién pintado de la Capilla Sixtina en la Ciudad 
del Vaticano, se quedó sin aliento. Miguel Ángel había 
creado una obra maestra del genio humano a través del 
trazo de un pincel. Nunca antes el hombre había creado tan 
asombrante belleza a tan gran escala. Raphael estaba com-
pletamente asombrado, se sentía avergonzado por su pro-
pia pintura que acababa de terminar en lo que ahora se en-
cuentra en el Museo del Vaticano. Sin embargo, Raphael 
no se quedó atrás. Podría decirse que es uno de los mejores 
pintores de todos los tiempos. Miguel Ángel era un fenó-
meno de la naturaleza. Lo que estos artistas del Renaci-
miento se esforzaron por hacer fue captar la belleza de la 
enseñanza católica a través de pintura y piedra esculpida. 
Ellos buscaron la forma de traer verdades espirituales a los 
sentidos de nuestros ojos, tacto, olfato y oídos. Querían 
seguir la lógica de la propia Encarnación de Jesús, donde 
el Dios invisible tomó nuestra carne humana, para que lo 
pudiéramos ver. 
 En abril de 1520, Raphael ya en su lecho de muer-
te. Sabía que el final de su vida estaba cerca. Es aquí en el 
momento en que la enseñanza cristiana sobre la vida des-
pués de la muerte pasa a primer plano en la mente de uno. 
Seamos honestos, la muerte puede ser aterradora. Es lo 
gran desconocido. Para Raphael, el mismo miedo debe ha-
berlo golpeado hasta los huesos mientras yacía en esa ca-
ma esperando el sueño final. Fue entonces cuando pidió 
uno de los cuadros que había pintado unos años antes y 
que lo llevaran a su habitación. De todos los cuadros que 
pintó a lo largo de su carrera, pidió en concreto el que lle-
va por título “La Transfiguración”. Representa la famosa 
escena que escucharemos en el Evangelio de este domin-
go: “Jesús tomó consigo a Pedro, a Santiago y a Juan, 
el hermano de éste, y los hizo subir a solas con él a un 
monte elevado. Ahí se transfiguró en su presencia: su 
rostro se puso resplandeciente como el sol y sus vesti-
duras se volvieron blancas como la nieve.”. (Cf. Mateo 
17,1-2) 

Aquí, en este momento, Jesús les quita el velo de 
sus ojos y les revela su verdadera identidad. Jesús es ver-
daderamente Dios en la carne. Si Jesús es verdaderamente 
Dios, entonces, de repente, cada palabra que sale de su bo-
ca debe tomarse seriamente. No podemos ignorar sus pala-
bras simplemente porque son inconvenientes para que las 
escuchemos. Si Jesús es verdaderamente Dios, debo se-
guirlo fielmente en todos sus mandamientos, pues nos dice 
directamente en el Evangelio de Juan: "Si ustedes me 
aman, guardarán mis mandamientos… El que guarda mis 
mandamientos después de recibirlos, ése es el que me 
ama…El que no me ama no guarda mis palabras…Si al-

 

SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
 

5 de marzo de 2023 

guien me ama, guardará mis palabras, y mi Padre lo amará. 
Entonces vendremos a él para poner nuestra morada en 
él” (Cf. Juan 14, 15-24). Quiero estar con Jesús para siem-
pre. ¿Cómo puede algo más compararse con él? ¿Por qué 
elegiría otra cosa? 

Si Jesús es en verdad Dios, entonces sé que estoy 
hecho para la vida eterna en el Cielo. La vida es corta aquí 
y se acaba en un destello de luz, incluso si vivo hasta los 
100 años. Mi corazón debe pertenecerle a él, no a los de-
seos de la carne, los deseos de los ojos o el orgullo propio 
en nuestra vida. Si tomo en serio la divinidad de Jesús, de-
bo recordar esto todos los días, de lo contrario, me distraeré 
fácilmente con el mundo. Raphael, el gran artista, lo sabía. 
Por eso quería que ese cuadro en su habitación fuera lo últi-
mo que vieran sus ojos terrenales. 
 Un Esclavo de Jesucristo,    

Padre Brian J. Soliven 
 
 
 

 

DESDE EL ESCRITORIO  
DEL PÁRROCO 

¿Quieres pasar tiempo con Jesus en 
adoración durante la Cuaresma? 
Únase a nosotros para nuestra adoración de  

lunes a jueves de 3 a 6:15p y viernes de 3 a 5:30p.  



Via Crucis 
Durante la Cuaresma se rezará el via crucis todos los  

viernes a las 6p en ingles y 7:30p en español en la 
Iglesia.  

¡Los Esperamos! 
 
 
 

Horario de Sopas 
5p - Se abre el salón para la entrega de sopas 

6:45p - Se sirve la sopa 
7:15p - Se recoge y se limpia el salón y cocina 

 
 

 

Lista de Ministerios Encargados de Sopas y  
Estaciones de la Cruz 

 

10 de marzo:  Ingles - Feed My People, The Gabriel 
Project, 
  Respect Life, and Religious Store 
                  Español -  Ministros de Eucaristía 
17 de marzo:  Ingles - Grupo de Jóvenes y Banco de 
Comida 
                  Español - Grupo de Oración 
24 de marzo:  Ingles - Lectores, Ministros de Eucaristía,  
  Sacristanes, Hospitalidad 
              Español - Monaguillos y Sacristanes 
31 de marzo:  Ingles - Caballeros de Colon, Helping 
Hands 
              Español - Hospitalidad 

 
 

 
 

 

 

EL AMOR Y LAS OBRAS 
 Dios no quiere nuestras obras, sino el amor 
que las inspira. 
—Sta Teresa de Ávila 
 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA DE  
6 al 12 de marzo de 2023 

Lunes: Dn 9:4b-10; Sal 79 (78):8, 9, 11, 13; Lc 6:36-38 
Martes: Is 1:10, 16-20; Sal 50 (49):8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Miércoles:  Jer 18:18-20; Sal 31 (30):5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Jueves: Jer 17:5-10; Sal 1:1-4, 6; Lc 16:19-31 
Viernes: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a;  Sal 105 (104):16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Sábado: Miq 7:14-15, 18-20; Sal 103 (102):1-4, 9-12; Lc 15:1-3, 
 11-32 
Domingo: Ex 17:3-7; Sal 95 (94):1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 



The Gabriel Project 
 Is a Parish-based ministry that  

provides assistance to women and 

families facing difficult or crisis  
pregnancies. 

 

For more information please visit 
our website: www.stmarysvacaville.com/
ministries/TheGabrielProject. 
A MOM in need of assistance can call:  
1-800-910-0191 

Notre Dame Catholic School 
 

Transitional Kindergarten - 8th Grade 
 

REVERENCE • RESPECT •  RESPONSIBILITY                             

1781 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 707-447-1460 

Sacraments & Ministries 
Sacramentos y Ministerios 

 

Baptisms / Bautismos .……………………………………………….Sandra Ruiz 
Children under 7 years of age, email: Sandra@stmarysvacaville.com   707-448-2390                            
 
 

Matrimony / Matrimonios ………………………………………... Parish Office 

Call six months in advance                                   707-448-2390 
    
English Religious Education …………………………... Martha Batres-Martin 
Email: martha@stmarysvacaville.com                                              707-301-7151 
Catechist for children 5 to 18 yrs. Of age 
                             

Catecismo en Español …………………………………... Martha Batres-Martin  
Email: martha@stmarysvacaville.com               707-301-7151 
Catequesis para niños de 5 a 18 años de edad 
   
RCIA …………………………………………………………….. Wyman Adcock 
Training Disciples for the Journey                                                         707-372-8919 
 
Estudio Bíblico……………………………………………………Teresa Figueroa 
                  707-301-8785 
 
 

Youth Ministry / Jóvenes ……………………………………. Andreya Arevalo             
Compassion, Friendship, Love and Commitment                                   707-446-4231 
 
 

Communion to the Sick/ Comunión a los enfermos …………. Barbara Duval 
Eucharist to the sick and homebound                                                     707-365-5824 
 
 

St. Mary’s Food Locker/ Ayuda con Comida ……………………. Brian Perley 
M-W, F 10 - 11:45 a.m., TH 5-6:30 PM                                                707-446-4613 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society ……………………………………… 707- 421-5488 
Assist the needy in Christ’s name 
 
 

The Gabriel Project …………………………………….  Maricar & Ray Aspiras 
Supports pregnant mothers and their unborn children                                 415-370-4518 
 
 

Knights of Columbus Council 4901……………………………… Sonny Deleon 
A fraternal organization focused on faith, family community and fellowship     707-673-7830  
 
Respect Life ……………………………………………………….. Debra Thomas 
Email: respectlife@stmarysvacaville.com                707-761-2414 
 
Hearts and Hands ………………………………………………… Rocio Moreno 
                    916-599-6704 
 

For Emergencies/ Número de Emergencias ………………………………...707-448-2390 
 

 

Religious Store Hours/ Tienda de Artículos Religiosos 
Tuesday 5:30 - 6:30 pm 
Friday 8:30 - 9:30 am  

Saturday 8:30 - 9:30 am and 4 - 7 pm 
Sunday 9 am - 2 pm and 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

 
If you have a question, please email us at:  
Para mas información por favor mande un correo electrónico a: 
ReligiousStore@stmarysvacaville.com. 

Faith Formation Stamp 
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Best of 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 
2016 
2017 
2018 
2019 

 

Roofing & Seamless Gutters, Inc. 
 

 

 

License #1021325 
 

Free Estimates 707-446-8819 

St. Mary’s Parishioners 

THE REPORTER                                                                                                                    

1-707-450-8602 

 Solano Drone  
Solutions 

 

Email: SolanoDrone@gmail.com 
Instagram - @solanodrone 
Phone: 707-365-1685 

 
Part 107 Compliant 

mailto:Email-SolanoDrone@gmail.com

